THE CONSECRATION

(A bJi isJiekornatakam)

INTRODUCTION

THE Consecration is another Ramayana play, but distinctly different
in character and quality from The Statue Play.

The latter play begins with the breaking oft of Rama's consecration
by his father and ends with his consecration on his return to Ayodhya
after fourteen years of exile.

The present play ends at the same point, but begins with another
consecration, that of the monkey prince Sugriva, when his elder brother
Valin is slain by Rama.

We have a picture of Sita in captivity, an account of the exploits of
Hanuman in Lanka, and a representation of the arrogance and downfall
of the Demon king, Ravana.

In the First Act Rama promises Sugiiva that he will kill his brother
Valin. Sugrlva was formerly a king of the monkeys, but Valin had
taken possession of his kingdom and his wife. On arriving at Kish-
kindha, the capital of Valin's kingdom, Sugriva fights with Valin.
Valin knocks his brother down. Hanuman reminds Rama of his
promise. Without a word of warning Rama shoots Valin with an
arrow. Valin complains that this act is unworthy of a hero. He is
told, in an unconvincing argument, that this is punishment for taking his
younger brother's wife. Valin is satisfied, asks forgiveness, and expires.
Lakshmana is told to arrange for Sugrlva's consecration.           (ACT i.)

The Interlude at the beginning of the next Act tells us that Sita
has been lost and the monkey prince Angada has gone south to look
for her.

Hanuman comes to Lanka and searches all the town for Sita. From
a roof he spies her, just as Ravana appears, and listens to the Demon
king's efforts to win the affections of the scornful captive. Ravana
goes to take his bath and the monkey introduces himself to Sita, She
hesitates whether to believe him. He goes off to ruin Havana's park.

(ACT ii.)

Ravana gets news of the damage done by Hanuman, who is
eventually brought before him as a prisoner, Hanuman defies the
Demon king and delivers Rama's message, Ravana is furious but